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In a sense, non-public schools are an enclave of educational freedom. First and foremost, 

this freedom offers a challenge to face the most crucial issues of education; the area of freedom is 

largely the same as the area of responsibility for the proper growth of the youth entrusted to our 

care.
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Dear Sir or Madam,

VIII Prywatne Akademickie Liceum Ogólnokształcące is one 
of Kraków’s most rapidly-developing non-public schools. 
We have been part of the city’s higher-secondary education 
for nearly 22 years, ranking high in national education 
league tables. 

In January 2011, we were authorised by the International Baccalaureate Organisation 
to teach the Pre-Diploma and Diploma Programme, a globally acknowledged 
system for students aged 15 to 18. Our alumni continue to study in a wide range of 
academic fields at top universities in Poland and abroad.

Our Diploma Programme provides students with a unique opportunity to receive 
education tailored to their interests and needs. Thanks to this flexible approach, the 
students’ results translate easily into other educational systems. 

Thank you for taking your time to read our offer. I hope you will find it interesting 
and useful.

For further details, do contact us or pay us a visit.

Yours sincerely,

Professor Jerzy Waligóra, PhD
Head of VIII PALO

About the Programme
The IB Diploma Programme extends over two years and provides students with a 

challenging academic experience. The programme relies on a project-based approach 

to learning and includes the following subjects:

Group 1 Language A: studies in language and literature

Group 2 Language B: language acquisition

Group 3 Individuals and Societies: History, Geography, Economics, Psychology 

Group 4 Experimental Sciences: Chemistry, Physics, Biology 

Group 5 Mathematics (at three different levels)

Group 6 The arts (or one subject from groups 3-5)

We also provide all our students with an extra course in Academic Writing.

All IB students are required to choose three courses at the Standard Level (SL) 

and three courses at the Higher Level (HL). They also need to take a Theory of 

Knowledge (TOK) course, write a 4,000-word Extended Essay, and complete 

the Creativity-Action-Service (CAS) programme.

The Extended Essay
The aim of the extended essay is to engage students in independent research 

through an in-depth study of a question relating to one of the DP subjects. 

TOK: Theory of Knowledge
Theory of knowledge develops a coherent approach to learning that 

unifies the academic disciplines. The course encourages the students 

to think critically, inquire into the nature of knowing and deepen their 

understanding of knowledge as a human construction.

CAS: Creativity-Action-Service 
Creativity, Action, Service involves students in a range of activities 

alongside their academic studies throughout the Diploma Programme. 

The three strands of CAS enhance students’ personal and interpersonal 

development through experiential learning and enable journeys of self-

discovery. Our school offers an opportunity to volunteer in many fields, 

including community service activities with our partner schools (in the USA 

and India).

• Instruction in English

• Comprehensive social and intellectual development

• Access to the world’s most recognized universities, including Oxford,   

 Cambridge and Harvard

• The highest teaching standards

• Highly-qualified teaching staff, many of whom are university lecturers

• A wide choice of international student exchange programmes

• Creative ways to complete the Creativity-Action-Service programme

• Scholarships for outstanding students

The IB Diploma Programme guarantees:

Inquisitive

Knowledgeable

Discerning

Communicative

Principled

Open-Minded

Caring

Adventurous

Balanced

Reflective 

The IB Learner Profile
The IB programme aims to educate open-

minded and responsible young people who 

help to create a better world. The IB learner 

strives to be:
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